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Abstract:  

Although they make up a tiny percentage of the global population, hunter-gatherer groups represent 

a significant portion of human diversity. There is a growing consensus within the scientific literature 

that that cultural and linguistic diversity is intimately connected to biodiversity, that diversity in all 

forms is crucial for a healthy ecosystem, and that local and indigenous groups have a critical role to 

play in protecting and preserving our planet’s biodiversity, as well as in in recognizing and transforming 

the impacts of climate change. 

In order to do this, however, these groups need secure access to their land and resources, and to have 

decision-making power over their use of them. Unfortunately, hunter-gatherer groups are losing 

access to their land and resources at an alarming rate. They also stand to be affected by environmental 

issues on an unprecedented scale – which seems especially unjust when we consider that they are 

among the least responsible for their cause. 

This panel invites papers discussing land rights for hunter-gatherers, in particular those addressing 

these entwined questions of biodiversity, climate change, and/or conservation. Questions to be 

addressed include: What evidence exists that hunter-gatherers are contributing to healthy ecosystems 

where they have control over their land? How is this being – or could this be – connected to land 

rights? What strategies could be effective, and at what level must the arguments be made? How can 

existing international, regional, and national legal mechanisms be harnessed and enacted? 
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